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Paperback Books Superseded by E-Book

Books have been on this planet since the dawn of mankind, but with the current direction our society is heading, the electronic books also known as E-Books will soon replace all printed books. Physical books such as magazines and newspapers were the primary source of obtaining information, education, and sometimes even to satisfy our curiosity. With Moore’s Law laying the foundation to our ever-evolving technological development. The technology industry such as gadgets, E-Books will soon if not already become the future platform for our society to obtain information. The invention of E-Books not only provide us with its many benefits but also help our environment as millions of trees will be spared instead of producing paper.

I firmly believe many of us as we were growing up, our education was primary provide or taught to us through printed textbooks and sometimes even workbooks. Many of us may also remember the days spent in our school libraries or even public libraries checking out books and forgetting to return our books on the return date. From an environmental standpoint, the materials required to print books such as magazines and newspapers are from trees. With the rise of digital information E-Books is capable of saving millions of trees. Base on the statistical values USA alone on average produce 2 billion books a year. Experts have also estimated that roughly 30 million trees a year is used to produce the 2 billion books in America alone. Depending on the place, temperature, and moisture it takes roughly 15-20 years for a tree to reach a mature state to be considered effective, though it only takes a few hours to be destroyed to meet production demands. With that being said E-Books meet all the criteria to meet the same exact purpose of books in terms saving trees and our environment. 

In an educational aspect, many schools have already slowly phasing in E-Books around the world replacing textbooks to improve and enhance the learning experience. In doing so this also encourages teachers to be creative and allow students to undergo a different style of learning. This was retrieved from an article from “ABCs of E-Books, The Science Teacher”, “E-Books offer a tremendous opportunity for teachers to create their own textbooks or chapters or to compile the work of a student, class, lab, dissection, field trip, or research project. An E-Book can be a one-page document or a complete textbook augmented with multimedia visuals and interactive links.” 

Conventional printed textbooks in case studies, faculty reported that the benefits in included access to online resources, accessibility, convenience such as portability, highlighting capabilities, searching capabilities, and even the ability to copy and paste along with its references already attached. One individual stated “It’s accessible from every computer on the internet, it’s just more convenient.” Many students have also reported the benefits of highlighting and searching capabilities were astonishing along with its portability in terms of reducing the weight each individual student had to carry on a day to day basis. The most notable improvement was the ability to access resources through any computer and its functions to allow them to download the E-Books to more than one device. One student said, “Everyone uses the search a lot, that’s one of my favorite things.” Another student commented on the portability saying, “Probably the thing I like the most is that I don’t have to carry around all the books”

[bookmark: _GoBack]E-Books are a modern-day resource that can be used to enable both culture of teaching and learning. Students and faculty both agreed on the welfares and its barricades as practical. Just like when computers first became available to consumers the learning curve deterred many users. Competence is an art one must master before E-Books can become the norm. In this case study, students became proficient and learned how to fully utilize E-Books within one semester, though it takes approximately 1 year for students get accustomed to E-Books. E-Books are slowly being phased into K-12 school systems, in the near future many students will become more comfortable and proficient in utilizing E-Books although most students will need to be become conversant in them.
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